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Thb report is ihe fntem^tionai preHmlnfl«y oxaminarlon report established by this iniernaitenal Proliminary examinlna 
Authoniy under Ariicifi 35 and Ir9nsm[|te0 to the ^ppMni accordiag lo Article 36. «tM'fpn8 

This REPORT consists of e totsa of 6 sheets. lndu(j||tig (his cover sheet 

TTiis report Is ecopmpanfdd by ANNEXES, compriaino; 

8. El sent to the applicant an^ to the Intett^tioneJ Bureau) e to(al of 2 sheets, as follows: 

Bl shQGts of |f)e description I cl^irris andibr drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and^br ^hc^ts containing rectifleetions authorized by this Authority (see Rule 7Q,i6 and Section 607 of Ihe 
Admlnistrativ© insirucijons). 

□ sheets which supersede earlier ehwts, but which this Auihortly considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application ^s filed, Qs indicated In Item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box, 

b, □ (sent to tne /nfernsttona/ Bumsu only) a total of (indicate type and number of 0lectronte can1er(sy . containing a 
sequence listing andAsr tables related thereto, in computer readable form only^ as Indicated In the Supplemsmal 
Bqx Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 602 of the Admlnistratlvo Instructions). 



4. This Tdport contains indlcailons rela^ng to the fblbyring Items: 

19 Box NOr I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. II Piiorlty 

□ Box No, III Non-^stpblishnnent of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step apd industrial applicability 

□ Box Mb- IV l^ck or unity of Invention 

Bl Bopc Nq. V Reasoned statement under Article dS(2) with reg^rc) to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
appllcabnily; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No, VI Certain documents cited 

O Box No, VII Certain defects In the IntornallonBl appfication 

El Box No. VIII Certain obspn/alfons on Ihs inlomailonal application 
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Box No. I Baste of the report 



' ■ fiffi. SSS£ SK^KSiSWs Sfn? "^"^ m v^lch tt was 

□ This report is based on translations from ihe original l^ngu^ge into the follawing language . 
which Is ttie language of a translation fMmished for the purposes of: «^ » • 

□ intdrnational search (under Rulefi 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication pf the international applfc^tlon (under Rule 12,4) 

P intemaiional preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andAsr 55.3) 

2» With regard Jo tho elements* of ihe international appllcailon, this report based on (repbcemmt sheets whtoh 
have been Wmlshed to ihe receiving Office in response to an Invitation urnhr Article 14 are referred to in thm 
report as ^orl$lnaliy WetTandere not annexed to this report): 

Descrlplfen, Pages 

M as originally filed 
Ciafms, Numbers 

MO received on 13.06.2005 with letter of 13.0B.20P5 
Drawings, Sheets 

1^36 aboriginally filed 

□ a sequence listing andAr any related table(s) ^ see Supplemental Box Relaring to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description^ pages 

□ the clalmSf Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsifigs 

□ the sequence listing (speclfy)\ 

□ any table(s} related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some oQ the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as Indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings^ sheets^igs 

□ the sequence lisilng (specify); 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

t i£ icem 4 applieSf aofne or all of these sheets may be marked ''superseded. " 
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ON PATENTABILITY "^'^''"^ PCT/flLTo(S&te^^ 



fB^H!f;Hih..&«?A*i2!!'"?"* wnt'^r Afticle 35(2) wHh regard to novelty, Inventive stop or Industrial - 
applteabllHy; dtatlona and explanations supporting such statement f "t mousmai 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Ybk 


Claima 


1-10 




No: 


CiBims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claima 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes; 


Claims 


1-10 




No; 


Claims 





2. Citations ar>d explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separ^e sheet 



Box No, Vin Certain obaervattons on the international applleatton 



TTifl foltowing ob§afva«ons or> the clarfiy of the claims, description, and dmwinge or on the question whether the 
clafnts are fully supported by the descrtption, are made: 



see separate sheet 
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REPORT ON PATENTABIHTY 
(SEPARATE SHEETl . PCT/NL20O4y0QORfti 

Re Hem V 

Reasone<i statement with regard to novelty, rnventive step or industrial applicability; S 

citations and explanations supporting sucii statenfient ' ^ 

1. Independent claim 1: H 

1.1. Article 33(2) PCX: ^ 

The document D1 ; DE 31 49 589 A is regarded as being the closest prior art to the § 

subject-matter of claim 1 . and shows a winch system comprising a retaining device ? 

for a cable, comprising a dmm 1 for containing at least two windings of the cable on § 

the casing face thereof, said drum being mounted on bearings such that it can rotate. fJJ 

whereby the distance from the casing face of said drum 1 to the &m of rotatlort of rl 

said bearings varies around the periphery of said dnim. § 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known winch system In that said winch ^ 
system comprises a cable storage having a windlng/unwinding dmm separate from 
said retaining device. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

1.?. Article 33(3) PCT: 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as being to 
provide a winch system with a compact cable retaining device which can be easily 
operated at different speeds. 



The solution to this problem proposed In claim 1 of the present application Is 
considered as Involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: 

The cable is stored in D1 on a central cylindrical part 2 of the dmm. The length of the 
storage part of the dmm can be Increased In case of an increased need for cable 
storage capacity (see Rg.8). 

In order to solve the above-mentioned problem, the other cited prior art merely 
foresees to provide a further daim of different diameters on the same axis (see US-A- 
1 621 714 or also WO 01/30650 A. Flg.5). 
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A Winch system, whereby the distance from the casing face of the drum to the axis of 
rotation of the bearings varies around the periphery of said drum and comprising a 
cable storage having a winding/unwinding drum separate from said retaining device, 
is not shown or suggested by the available prior art. 

The subject-matter of independent claim 1 Is therefore considered to involve an 
Inventive step (Article 33(3) PCX). 

2. Dependent claims 2*1 0: 

Claims 2-10 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
POT with respect to novelty and inventive step (Article 33(2)(3) PCT). 



Re Item Vill 

Certain observations on the (nternationai application 

The embodiments of the invention shown in figures 1 and 2 and the con-esponding parte of 
the description do not relate to a winch system comprising a cable storage having a 
winding/unwinding drum separate from the retaining device and therefore do not fall within 
the scope of the claims. This inconsistency between the claims and the description leads 
to doubt oonoeming the matter for which protection Is sought, thereby rendering the clalme 
unclear, Article 6 PCT. 
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